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Director's Message

=

The end of the calendar year
allows us to look at our accomp-

lishments and anticipate the future
of our highways in Arkansas.

The accomplishments of this year
are a reflection of the hard work
and dedication of both our Highway
Commission members and the
employees of the Department.

2004 found our Commission and
staff holding ten regional meetings
around the state to share the resuits
of the Arkansas State Highway
Needs Study and
projects are important to our

learn what

citizens.

Dedication ceremonies were
held to cut ribbons on several major projects around the state, which included
the Forrest City Bypass, the Ashdown Bypass, Loop 245 in Texarkana, Highway
549 south of Texarkana, the new White River Bridge at DeValls Bluff and new
Arkansas Welcome Centers at El Dorado and Texarkana, to name a few.

This summer, Federal Highway Administrator Mary Peters came to Arkansas
to see new technologies being used in highway construction in our state.

Department employees and programs saw achievements recognized.
District Engineer Harold Beaver was named Engineer of the Year by the Arkansas
Society of Professional Engineers. AHTD employees took first place in the Regionat
Equipment Operators Roadeo for the second consecutive year. And, the
Department’s public involvement process was honored by the American Road
& Transportation Builders Association.

The Department has a deep appreciation for those employees who have
taken fime away from work and family to serve the U.S. through military service.
Those employees are featured in this issue of Arkansas Highways.

As 2005 begins, Commissioner J.W. “Buddy” Benafield’s term on the
Commission ends. Commissioner Benafield has been a vital part of the
Commission since 1993 and we are proud of the progress the Highway and
Transportation Department has made in every area during his fenure. | personally
want to thank Commissioner Benafield for his hard work, direction and support
of Department employees.

The Department is nearing completion of the Interstate Rehabilitation
Program (IRP). Close to 300 miles of interstate have now been completed under
the IRP. The Arkansas Legislature convenes at the state capitol in January, and
in Washington D.C., we hope to see the federal highway-spending bill approved
soon. We look forward to the task of providing motorists in Arkansas with the

best highway system possible.

Director of Highways and Transportation
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A Commissioner’s Term
Comes to an End
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Highway Commission in January.

AHTD Director Dan Flowers
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and tours Highway 67/167 construction site.
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Commissioner’s Term
Comes 1o an End:

Final Comments from
Commissioner
J. W. “Buddy” Bendfield

J. W, "Buddy” Bendafield's term on the Highway Commis-
sion comes to an end in January 2005. Benafield was first ap-
pointed to the Commission in June 1993 to fill the unexpired
term of Rodney Slater. At the conclusion of that term in Janu-
ary 1995, Benafield became only the second person in the his-
tory of the Commission to be reappointed to back-to-back
terms when then-Governor Jim Guy Tucker appointed him to
a full 10 years on the Commission.

A native of Coy in Lonoke County, Benafield had a distin-
guished career in public service even before his time on the
Highway Commission. Aside from his numerous board and
commission appointments, he served as a member of the Little
Rock Board of Directors, and as Mayor of both England and
Little Rock.

Benafield recently took time to answer questions from
AHTD Public Affairs Officer Randy Ort about the progress and
accomplishments of the Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment during his years on the Commission.

ORT: Congratulations on a successful term on the Highway
Commission. You have served almost 12 years on the Com-
mission - the second longest tenure in history and only the sec-
ond person to be reappointed to successive terms, That's quite
an honor.

BENAFIELD: [t is an honor, a very rewarding honor. During the
18 months or so when | was finishing up the original 10-year
term, | tfraveled my advocacy area learning as much as pos-
sible about the conditions and needs. So when Governor
Tucker reappointed me to a full 10-year term, | felt like | kind
of had a head start - | had a good idea of some things |
wanted to see done, Consequently, I'm very proud of the ac-
complishments that have been made in the last 11% years,

ORT: Is a 10-year term too long. is it not long enough, or is it
about right?

BENAFIELD: Well, I think it's about right. The general public
doesn’t have a good understanding about the amount of time

it takes fo plan, design and construct a highway project. Any-
thing shorter than 10 years and it becomes difficult for a Com-
missioner to see some planned projects come to fruitioggm
Because it takes so long for projects to become reqlh‘iesf.>
believe a Commissioner has to have a long-range vision. A
shorter term in office would make it difficult to establish and
implement consistent long-range priorities. So, to answer your
question, | think 10 years is about right. | certainly wouldn’t be
in favor of anything shorter.

ORT: What do you consider some major accomplishments that
occurred during your tenure?

BENAFIELD:
would be an easy question. But I'm happy to say it's a hard
question to answer because we have made so much progress.
| hope | don’t leave anything out, but I’'m sure | will,

Two projects that | got to work on that were already un-
derway when | came on the Commission were the comple-
tion of Highway 63 from I-55 up to Jonesboro and the widening
of Highway 1 between Wynne and Marianna. The Highway 1
work included the Forrest City Bypass which we just dedicated

| guess if we hadn’t accomplished much, this

ashort time ago. | was pleased to see that project completed.
On the Highway 63 work, not only did we finish what was
already started, but we have carried that to the next level ’|
gef’ringuif designated as ‘Future I-5565° from Jonesboro to I-65%
Work is now underway to make the needed improvements to
fully implement that designation. And, we have almost com-
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pleted the widening of Highway 63 from
Jonesboro up to the Walnut Ridge/Hoxie
bypass. | say “almost” because we are

ishing up the last project on that seg-
ment now.

And speaking of the Walnut Ridge/
Hoxie bypass, that was another major
accomplishment. That bypass, of course,
is part of the Highway 67 corridor that
will eventually proceed to the Missouri
state line. I'm proud to say that work is
progressing on the Highway 67 project
from Newport northeastward on a fully
controlled access, Interstate-type facil-
ity that will eventudlly tie into the Wal-
nut Ridge/Hoxie bypass.

| know I’'m going to leave something
out, but another that comes immedi-
ately to mind is the widening of Highway
49 from Marvell to Walnut Corner just
west of Helena, and the construction of
passing tanes on Highway 49 from
Marvell to Brinkley. Then, there are the
new bridges at Augusta and on Highway
412 at the Missouri state line, We've been

Ible to build passing lanes in several lo-
cations, like Highway 64 in Woodruff and
Cross Counties, and Highway 62 in Clay
County.

One area of improvement that I'm
particularly proud of is what we've been
able to do regarding bridges. I'm a
farmer, so | know that narrow bridges, es-
pecially in rural farming areas, can be a
problem. In recent years, we’'ve been
able to upgrade dozens of bridges on
highways like 34 and 90, and many,
many others. Those might not be the
larger, higher profile projects like some
others, but they are extremely important
to the citizens who use those facilities
everyday.

I'm proud of all these accomplish-
ments, but I'm also proud of the ground-
work this Commission has laid for the
future. Earlier this year, the Commission
designated what’'s known as the Arkan-
.os Primary Highway Network. This is a
system of major highways in the state
that makes up only about 50% of our fo-
tal mileage, but it carries over 90% of the
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traffic volume. This network, when you
look at it on a map, forms a grid that lit-
erally serves every part of the state. If
future Commissions use this grid as a pri-

_mary focus for planning and implement-

ing improvements, we can achieve the
goal of establishing a connected net-
work of multi-lane highways that will be
attractive to business and industry, as
well as tourists and other motorists,

| also want to mention two pieces
of legislation that the Commission
helped pass last session that, in my opin-
ion, could be very important in the years
to come. One is the Design/Build legis-
lation that will let Arkansas undertake, for
the first time, major projects with a single
contractor handling both the design and
construction. | think this can lead to huge

cost savings on some of our larger

projects. Also, the recently enacted foll
road legislation clearly defines the
Commission’s role in being able to uti-
lize toll roads, again, for the first time in
Arkansas, on certain projects. | think both
these laws, while not utilized yet, will
prove to be very beneficial in the years
to come to help strefch our highway
dollars even further.

ORT: Are there any projects you would
like to have seen get started (or finished)
during your tenure that did not get
done?

BENAFIELD: Unfortunately, there are.
From a statewide perspective, 1-49 and
I-69 are two magjor projects that come
to mind. Progress has been made in
terms of planning and design on both




projects in recent years, but | wish we
were farther along on construction,

The one project I've probably
worked hardest on without the desired
results is the White River Bridge on High-
way 79 at Clarendon. The Department
staff and | have put in countless hours
trying to get that project under construc-
tion. We're close, but not there yet.
There's been a tfremendous amount of
coordination between the Department
and other state and federal agencies.
Like | said, we're close, but that’s one
project | really wanted to see geft started
while | was on the Commission.

ORT: In your original interview for the
magazine in 1993, you mentioned the
people’simpatience in wanting road im-
provements. What has the Commission
been able to do to address that?

BENAFIELD: Back in 1993 when | came
on the Commission, the HIP (Highway Im-
provement Program) was only two years
old. The people saw a list of projects and
a map with work planned in all 75 coun-
ties and they loved it. What they didn’t
want to understand was that it would
take 156 years to perform all that work. In
other words, everyone wanted their
project to be one of the first. Now here
we are, some 13 years later, we've done
more work overall in the HIP than we
originally planned, but we still haven’t
gotten to all the projects like the people
expected. | think the people learned
from that experience that the pay-as-
you-go method of funding projects
wasn’t getting the job done fast enough.

In my opinion, that lack of patience

is what has contributed to the public’s
overall satisfaction with the IRP (Inter-
state Rehabilitation Program). The IRP

was designed to provide a great
amount of results in a shortened period
of time. The citizens authorized the issu-“
ance of bonds for highway work for Th“;
first time in about 50 years for the IRP.
The Commission was able to issue $575
million in bonds, and we then leveraged
that money to produce nearly $1 billion
in construction contracts. That's very ef-
ficient use of the taxpayer’s dollars.

The Commission looked at the IRP as
an opportunity to build some public frust
in alternative methods of financing, and
| believe we’ve been very successful in
accomplishing that, The key to building
that trust and to a successful program
was getting the jobs done as promised.
That’s where the Department staff and
contfractors deserve a pat on the back.
We awarded nearly $1 billion in Inter-
state construction confracts over a
three-year period of time, with comple-
tion scheduled over a five-year period.
That’'s a tremendous amount of work,
and it showed the public what we could
do when we have the necessary r
sources.

Another way we’ve been able to
address some needs faster is by
partnering with local communities. This
is a concept that’s really catching on
around the state now, but the idea was
kind of “pioneered” in Jonesboro. |
worked very closely with the City of
Jonesboro to work out a plan to let them
participate to a greater degree in the
funding of certain projects. This creates
a win-win situation because the city gets
their priorities met quicker, and it allows
the Commission to spread our funds a
little farther. I'm glad this is catching on
in other parts of the state now.

ORT: The appointment to the Highway
Commission was one you stated you
wanted. Looking back now, do you have

|
Q

BENAFIELD: No, | have no regrets about
serving. My only regret would be not
getting as much accomplished as |

any regrets?
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P would have liked. But given the funding
limitations that we face and the fremen-

dous amount of needs that we have, |
think it's been a successful 11% years.
Like | said earlier, there’s more | person-
ally would like to have seen done - [-49,
[-69, U. S. 67, and the Clarendon Bridge
to name a few - but overall, no, no re-
grefts.

ORT: You knew serving on the Commis-
sion would be time consuming - was it
more than you thought?

BENAFIELD: Not redally, | expected to
spend a lot of time being a Commis-
sioner. It's a very demanding, yet re-
warding job.

The job of Commissioner is tough,
but | can’t imagine what it would be like
if we didn’t have the staff that we have
"r the Department. | can only speak for
myself right now, but | know the other
Commissioners feel this way. | have
never been around & harder working,
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more dedicated group of employees
than we have right here at the Depart-
ment.

| believe that work ethic begins at
the top, and the leadership at the De-
partment is the best I've ever seen. We
have a Director that’s been recognized
at both the state and national levels as
a true leader in the fransportation indus-
iry. Our engineering staff is fop-notch -
just look at the experience they bring to
the table on each and every project.

Though being a Commissioner is
demanding, in some ways it’'s easy com-
pared to being on staff, The Commission
sets the policy and the direction. Then
it’s up to the staff to carry that out. | think
the IRP is a great example of that. The
Commission, along with the Governor
and the legislature, fought for the oppor-
tunity, but it’s the Department staff that
made the program successful.

ORT: Given the opportunity, would you
serve on the Commission again?

BENAFIELD: No, even though | enjoyed
it and it was very rewarding, 11% years
is long enough. It was definitely one of
the greatest honors I've had in my life,
and I've met so many wonderful people,
but it’'s fime for me to move on.

ORT: Any closing comments?

BENAFIELD: Just to say “thank you” to
everyone on the Department staff. |
don’t see it, but I've been told that | can
be a very demanding person. (laughing)
Seriously, | know that | sometimes ask a
lot of people. But | can honestly say |
don’‘t think I've been let down once. I've
met many employees, but | know there’s
even more | never had the opportunity
to meet. | wish | could shake everyone’s
hand and thank them personally, but |
won’t have that chance.
So, a hearffelt “thank
you” to all those who

have helped me in the
last 112 years.



Director Dan Flowers Receives Recognition

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) Director Dan
Flowers has been the recipient of two awards recently.

Flowers has received the Thomas H. MacDonald Award from the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) for his service in
the fransportation industry.

AASHTO’s MacDonald Award is the most prestigious award given by the
association. Since 1957, it has recognized outstanding achievement in the fields of
highway administration, engineering and research. It is given to a state
fransportation professional who has rendered continuous outstanding service over
an extended period, or who has made some exceptional contribution to the art
and science of highway engineering. Nominees are judged by a panel of their
peers in the state highway and transportation community.

"Dan’s professionalism and dedication to his state and to transportation in
general have made him a respected advocate and leader for fransportation issues,
the Award’s Committee writes of Flowers.

*It is great that a national transportation group has recognized Dan for his work, ”
stated Arkansas Highway Commission Chairman J. W, “Buddy” Benafield.

Flowers received the award in September at an AASHTO annual conference in
Philadelphia.

In October, the University of Arkansas took the time to honor Flowers, who is a
1969 graduate of the U. of A. Flowers became the namesake of the Engineering
Research Center’s newest addition, the Dan Flowers Education and Training Facility.

Commissioners (I. to r.) R. Madison Murphy, Chairman Buddy Benafield,
Vice-Chairman Prissy Hickerson, Jonathan Barnett and Carl Rosenbaum.

-
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Above: (I. to r.) MBTC Director Dr. Melissa
Tooley and AHTD Director Dan Flowers

Right: (. to r.) Arkansas Highway

Commissioners Jonathan Barnett and Vice-
OChoirman Prissy Hickerson, AHTD Director
¥ Dan Flowers’ wife Sara, Dan Flowers and
Commission Chairman Buddy Bendafield.

v DARN FlLE WLL"*S
EDUCATIO L Th\:"
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The dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony was held on October 29, 2004.
Those in attendance included current and former Highway Commissioners and AHTD
staff, numerous transportation industry representatives, members of the university
administration, members of the Professional Advisory Board of the Mack-Blackwell
Rural Transportation Center (MBTC), MBTC faculty and staff, and elected officials
including U.S. Congressman John Boozman. Flowers’ wife, Sara, his mother, Myrtle,
daughters Jennifer Remy and Lea Baker, and grandson Will Baker, were also in
attendance.

The new facility is part of the Center for Training Transportation Professionals
(CTIP) located within the Engineering Research Center. It features complete mulfi-
media capabilities and a video conferencing system. The CTIP is the education
and training arm of the MBTC, a national research center located on the U. of A
campus. The CTIP provides technical training and certifications for AHTD personnel
and contractors from Arkansas and many other states.

*If | were to name one person who is most responsible for the success of the
Mack-Blackwell Transportation Center, it would be Dan Flowers,” said Dr. Melissa
Tooley, Director of the MBTC. “His strong support for our programs and his vocal
advocacy for the MBTC have created opportunities that have greatly enhanced
our ability to serve Arkansas and rural America. We are proud fo honor him by
dedicating this education and training facility in his name.”

AHNUN'@
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Nation’s Top Highway Official Tours

Highway 67/167 Construction Site

Federal Highway Administrator Mary
Peters paid a visit to Arkansas on June
18th and 16th to meet with the Arkansas
State Highway Commission and to get
a firsthand look at the construction work
on Highway 67/167 in North Little Rock.

Peters’ first order of business during
her visit was to sit down with members
of the Highway Commission fo discuss
the status of the Highway Reauthoriza-
tion Bill and alternative methods of
financing highway construction, and to
learn about upcoming highway projects
in the state of Arkansas.

The following day, Peters fraveled to a construction job
on Highway 67/167 in the McCain Boulevard area of North
Little Rock to get a look at some of the new fechnolbgies be-
ing used to save taxpayer dollars and provide for a longer
lasting road.

The $59 million corridor project, between McCain Boule-
vard and Redmond Road in Jacksonville, will widen the
highway to three lanes each way, relocate entrance and exit
ramps, add connectors between the frontage roads, and
con\ﬁer’r the frontage roads to one-way. The expansion and
improvements will add capacity to Highway 67/167 and im-
prove safety. Highway 67/167 is the main corridor in and out
of Little Rock from the north, with approximately 80,000 ve-
hicles traveling the road each day.

“Transportation moves the American economy,” Peters
said. “When complete, this project will improve the quality of

(. to r.) Sandy Otto of the Federal Highway Administration, Commissioners Carl
Rosenbaum, Vice-Chairman Prissy Hickerson and Chairman J.W. “Buddy”
Benafield, Mary Peters of the Federal Highway Adminstration, AHTD Director Dan
Flowers and Commissioner Jonathan Barnett,

¥ &

life for the families who commute to jobs, schools and stores
using this route. Improving traffic flow on the road will also
help existing and new businesses by cutting delivery costs, im-
proving customer access and easing nearby congestion,”
Peters added.

The technologies being used in the project include high
strength, longer-lasting concrete, maintenance-free s’ree.‘_

il
beam:s, higher visibility road markings and a new embankmen @@ .

design that reduces the need for extra right of way. Each will
contribute to providing alonger lasting roadway with reduced
maintenance costs.

“This project is giving the public a better return on their in-
vestment,” Peters added.

In addifion to touring Highway 67/167, Peters took time to
appear on a statewide talk radio program and spoke to the
Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce.

&

k " il ) = ) ak § ) ‘*

(", 1o 1) Ralph Hall explains the benefifs of new coated steel fo Mary
Peters as AHTD Director Dan Flowers, Commission Chairman J. W.
"Buddy” Benafield and Commissioner Carl Rosenbaum look on.
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@Partnering Agreement Benefits Contractors

The idea was formuiated by the Arkansas State Highway
and Transpertation Department (AHTD) several years ago...
bring together the Arkansas Chapter of Associated General
Contractors of America (AGC) and the Arkansas Disadvan-
taged Business Enterprise Contractors Association (DBE) in a
partnering agreement that would benefit both organizations.

[ At a luncheon on July 6, 2004, an official agreement was
presented and signed by Jimmy Alessi, President of the Ar-
kansas Chapter of the Associated General Contractors and
Joel Burgos,' President of the Arkansas Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise Contractors.

“We are honored to sign this agreement, this will enhance
our relationship,” Alessi stated.

“This is exciting and it will be good for us all.” Burgos
added.

The agreement states that both organizations are com-
mitted to providing the highest quality product and will work
together with skill, integrity and responsibility in a safe, fimely
| and cost effective manner.

It also states that the groups will partner together to per-
/& form quality work, be honest and trustworthy, promote good
Ocommunico’rion with each other and the AHTD, and enforce

a strong safety program, among other things. By following
these principles, the groups will build customer satisfaction,
enhance the image of the industry and deliver a top quality
product each can take pride in.

“The Highway Department has been involved in a num-
ber of partnering agreements, ” stated AHTD Director Dan Flow-
ers. “"We’ve learned that they are important to everyone. The
agreement signed here today will go a long way fowards im-
proving communications, promoting goodwill and advocat-

ing quality highway construction.”

| The Arkansas Chapter of AGC has been a strong supporter

| of the DBE Program since ifs inception. AGC of Arkansas ad-
ministered the DBE Supportive Services Program in the early
1980s. AHTD is presently contracting with the Arkansas DBE
Contractors Association to handle the program.

In the last four years, the number of DBE firms listed in the
DBE Directory has increased from 136 to 157. There are now
19 DBE firms pre-qualified by the Highway and Transportation
Department to bid as prime conifractors. Five of these have
recently been awarded prime contracts,

@ “The significance of the DBE program, the cooperation
and input of the Contractor’s Associations and the partnering
of all involved in this effort cannot be overstated,” Flowers
added.
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Above: Joel Burgos, President of the Arkansas
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Contractors, speaks to
participants.

Below: Jimmy Alessi, President of the Arkansas Chapter of
the Associated General Contractors, signs the partnering
agreement.
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PARTNERING AGREEMENT

ARKANSAS CHAPTER
ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF
AMERICA, INC.
AND

ARKANSAS DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS
ENTERPRISE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
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Safety Barrier System Installed on Interstate 430@

In an effort to better protect motorists from cross-
over accidents, the Arkansas State Highway and Trans-
portation Department (AHTD) has installed a unique
wire cable barrier system on a segment of Interstate
430 in Little Rock. The new barrier system features a
design never used before on a state highway in Ar-
kansas.

Unlike the concrete barriers that motorists are
accustomed to seeing in the median, the new “Brifen
Safety Fence” features four strands of tensioned cable
secured along a series of metal posts.

The Brifen Safety Fence was designed in 1989 and
is now in use in over 30 countries. The first one was
installed in the United States in 2000. The system is
manufactured in the United Kingdom by South York-
shire-based Bridon Ropes, Ltd. and evolved from cable
systems used on aircraft carriers to restrain landing
planes.

The barrier is designed so that the posts and wire
cables absorb the energy of a vehicle striking the bar-
rier. The posts collapse on impact. After a vehicle
strikes the barrier, it is guided along the fence by the
cables until it slows fo a stop. The fence successfully
i icle from crossing the median. Into

The systems are less expensive than traditional
concrete barriers and require less maintenance once
they are in place. After minor hits, the safety fence
typically returns to its original alignment and retains
the capacity to withstand additional strikes before
repairs must be made. A damaged section of fence
can be repaired by one person in less than 30 min-
utes. Damaged posts are pulled from their sockets in
the ground and are replaced with new ones.

The success of the safety fence worldwide can
be seen in statistics. The system has been in use since
1989 and, to date, there have been no fatalities and
no cross-median crashes recorded in areas where the
fences have been installed.

“The Brifen Safety Fence has proven to be ex-
tremely effective,” says AHTD Chief Engineer Bob
Walters.
pect it to contribute to making our Arkansas highways
safer for everyone.”

The fence serves as a median barrier from near
Shackleford Road northward to the Kanis Road over-
pass. Construction of the barrier system was com-
pleted In August of 2004.

*The system is new to Arkansas and we ex-

Arkansas Highways
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Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance

@Holds Conference in Arkansas

Over 450 people aftended the annual conference of
the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) hosted in
Little Rock on April 3 - 8, 2004.

The CVSA is a national non-profit organization of
federal, state and provincial government agencies and
private industry in the United States, Canada and Mexico
dedicated to improving commercial vehicle safety. The
goal of the group is to reduce fatalities, injuries and
incidents by improving safety compliance of commercial
vehicle operations.

Through conferences such as the one held in Little Rock,
CVSA serves as a major focal point for bringing key
enforcement officials fogether with Truck and bus industry
representatives in a one-of-a-kind problem solving
interchange.

On hand for the conference in Little Rock were
commercial vehicle enforcement officers from almost every
state in the United States, the Canadian Provinces and
Mexico. Additionally, motor carrier representatives from
across North America, along with officials of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, the National
Transportation Safety Board and the Transportation Safety
Administration were in attendance.

“We were excited about hosting the conference, ” said
Arkansas Highway Police Chief Ron Burks. “With the large
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| Above: (. to r.) Jim Dailey, Little Rock Mayor; Bob Walters, Chief Engineer for
the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department; and Patrick Hays,
North Little Rock Mayor at the CVSA meeting.

Leff: Arkansas Highway Police First Lieutenant Paul Claunch addresses atfendees
of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) annual conference in Litfle
Rock. Claunch is serving as 2004 President of CVSA.

number of people traveling North American roadways
today, the safety of commercial vehicles sharing those
roadways confinues as a high priority.”

Among the items on the agenda was a strategic
planning workshop to share the CVSA goals for the next
three to five years and ways fo meet those goals.

Another highlight of the conference was the naming
of Arkansas Highway Police First Lieutenant Paul Claunch
as the International President of the CVSA for 2004,

| am extremely honored to serve the next year as the
CVSA President,” stated Claunch. “While commercial
vehicle safety issues are quite challenging, | am confident
the efforts of our members and the hard work carried out
daily by officers and inspectors throughout North America
will help save lives and prevent serious injuries.”

Before his recent appointment, Claunch served two
terms as president of CVSA's Region 2, which encompasses
the south and southeastern parts of the United States. He
was elected Secretary-Treasurer in October 2001 and
progressed to his current office after having served last year
as Vice-President.

CVSA’'s membership includes all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, 12 Canadian provinces and territories, Mexico,
Guam, Samoa, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and the
Northern Marianas.
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AHTD Keeps Regional Roadeo Trophy at Home

GOUTH CARDLIA GEFPARTIENY OF TRASPORTATIIN

A group of 17 employees from the Arkansas
State Highway and Transportation Department
packed their bags and headed to Gulfport,
Mississippi, October 20th and 21st to compete in
the 2nd annual Regional Equipment Operators
Roadeo.

The first Regional Roadeo was held in Little Rock
in the fall of 2003. The second time around featured
a larger field of competition as teams from

Arkansas, Mississippi, Georgia, North Carolina and
South Carolina participated.

The day’s events featured the top three winners
in each field from the state competitions held
earlier in the year. Categories included Tractor/
Lowboy, Tandem Axle Dump Truck, Single Axle
Dump Truck, Tractor Mower, Backhoe and Motor
Patrol events.

After a day filled with fun, food and competition,
Arkansas’ team had come out on top and was
named Regional Roadeo Champions for a second
year in a row.

Next year's event promises to be even more
competitivel A host site for 2005 will be selected

s00MN. |
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TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
@ 1st Place

Arkansas State Highway
and Transportation Department

2nd Place

Ly 3]
Q%W
RASSISIF DEPATILUNOF TMRSPONARSY

Mississippi Department

of Transportation INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
3rd Place TRACTOR/LOWBOY:

1. Steve Sites - AHTD
2. Stanley Thorne - MDOT
3. Pat Edmonson - AHTD

7
L
South Carolina Department SINGLE AXLE DUMP TRUCK:
1. James Reed - MDOT

2. Larry Hayes - SCDOT
3. Jim Bob Lamb -~ AHTD

of Transportation

TANDEM AXLE DUMP TRUCK:
1. Kenny Howard - AHTE
2. Keith Carpenter - AHTD
3. Danny King - NCDOT

BACKHOE:
1. Kenny Riley - AHTD
2. David Rufledge - MDOT
3. Tommy Johnson - SCDOT

MOTOR PATROL:
1. Jerry Ellett - MDOT
2. Randy Chrestman - MDOT
3. Randali Edgmon - AHTD

TRACTOR/MOWER:
1. Joey Hood - MDOT
2. Jason Forrest - MDOT
3. Fred Ridenhour - AHTD

.
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Employees Called Away To Serve Our Country

For some, it has

meant specialized training and preparation at
military bases in the United States. For others, military obligations have
sent them oversees to the heart of the action in Irag or Afghanistan. Regardless of where
they are serving, many AHTD employees have temporarily left the comforts of home and
loved ones to serve our country due to acts of ferrorism or military conflict,
It is likely that many AHTD employees know a coworker who is currently away on duty
or has served and refurned home. According to the Department’s Human Resources
office, 29 employees are currently seeing active duty while another 18 have returned

home.

Arkansas Highways invited these men and women to share their

experiences with our readers, and many responded with the
following photographs and stories.

@

KIMBERLY SANDERS is a Transportation Planner in the
Central Office and has been with AHTD for nine years. She
is a Master Sergeant and Team NCOIC (Non-Commissioned
Officer in Charge) in Unit 431 Civil Affairs. She served in
Operation Iragi Freedom from January 2003 to January
2004. The mission of Civil Affairs during wartime is to mini-
mize civilian interference in military operations. In peace-
tfime Civil Affairs provides humanitarian relief and aids in
civil administration. During the war phase, she assisted the
2nd and 3rd Brigade of the 101st Airborne Air Assault Divi-
sion in managing the Iraqis (civilians) on the battlefield in-
cluding providing English/Iragi translators and advising the
brigade commander on civilian related matters. After the
war, she helped coordinate the construction of water wells
and later worked with fransportation managers in Mosul
on funding and rebullding. She served in Talafar for four
months and Mosul for four months, with beginning and end-
ing stops in Kuwait,
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RUFUS MITCHELL is a Rest Area Attendant in District 10
and has been with the Department for four years. He is an
SPC (Specidalist) with the 1123rd Transportation Company.
Mitchell spent 368 days on the ground in Baghdad, Iraq,
where he was a Tractor Trailer Driver,

MARVIN RISLEY, Motor Patrol Operator/Finish in District
4, serves in Company C- Battery 2/142 Field Artillery where
he is an Operations Officer. He was active from September
of 2002 until July of 2003. Marvin was stationed at Fort Polk,
Louisiana, where he served as a Chief Warrant Officer 4.
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MIKE BROWN is a Senior Traffic Investigator in the Main-
tenance Division of the Central Office. He has been with
the AHTD for 26 years. Brown is a Sergeant First Class with
the 489th Engineer Battalion. While in lraqg for Operation
Iraqi Freedom, the 489th mobilized and deployed to a the-
ater of operations in support of a corps maneuver force to
conduct mobility, counter-mobility and survivability tasks.
The battalion also reinforced divisional engineer unifs as

required.

BRANDON BOWEN, a Mechanic in District 4, is a
Sergeant E-5 in Company C - Battery 2/142 Field Artillery in
Ozark, Arkansas. He served one year in active duty at Fort
Polk, Louisiana, as Post Security. He has been with the
Highway and Transportation Department for three years.

ASHLEY HALE (1) is a
Ferry Boat Pilot in District 9
and is a Sergeant with the
224th Maintenance Com-
pany. He was deployed in
2003 to Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
for Operation Enduring
Freedom where he was a
welder. In 2004, Hale was
deployed for Operation
Noble Eagle with the HHSB
1/142nd Field Artillery to
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He
was Squad Leader for 1st
squad and 2nd platoon
and carried out security
detail for chemical stock-
piles. He has been with the
AHTD for 11 years.

i .

RANDALL WILLIAMS (r.) is

a Pilot/Deck Hand in District
9 and has been with the AHTD
for 8 years. He Is a Staff Ser-
geant with the 224th Mainte-
nance Company. He was
deployed in 2003 for Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom to Fort
Sill, Oklahoma, where he was
Squad Leader over the Quar-
ter Master/Chemical Repair
Squad. WIllliams was de-
ployed for Operation Noble
Eagle with the HHSB 1/142nd
Field Artillery to Pine BIuff, Ar-
kansas. He was squad leader
over 3rd squad in 3rd platoon
and carried out security de-
tail for chemical stock

piles.
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JACKY BALDWIN, JR. has been with the Highway and
Transportation Department for close to 11 years. He is a
District Bridge Inspector Helper in District 4. He is also a
Staff Sergeant with the 188th Fighter Wing of the Arkansas
Air Nationat Guard in Fort Smith. Baldwin’s duty station was
in Fort Smith while on active duty. He served meadls for the
personnel in the unit. He also helped with lodging the per-
sonnel that lived outside the commuting area and aug-
mented with the security forces for two months during
activation. His time of activation was September 11, 2001,
to September 21, 2002.
Shelli, their son Mason and daughter Savannah.

In the photo are Jacky, his wife
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ELVIS RICHMOND is a Senior Construction Materials In-
spectorin District 10. He has been with the AHTD for 15 years.
Elvis has been with the Guard for 13 years where he pres-
ently is a Sergeant First Class. His title is Platoon Sergeant,
2nd Platoon with the 1123rd Transportation Company out of
Blytheville, Arkansas. He served active duty for 14 months,
12 of those months were spent in Iraq. His unif{:/vos stationed
at the Baghdad International Airport where he hauled mis-
siles and ammunition, and converted trucks to gun trucks in

order to provide protection for drivers transporting mail from

camp to camp.




JAMES L. CLARK is a Sergeant with the Arkansas High-
way Police and has been with the Department for over 28
years. Clark is also with the U. S. Coast Guard Marine Safety
Unit out of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. His rank is Master Ser-
geant Technician/E-7. He is on his 4th year of active duty
and has 28 years total service between the U.S: Navy and
U.S. Coast Guard. He has spent one year at the Marine
Safety Unit in Baton Rouge for security of facilities and ves-
sel transportation, one year in the Marine Safety Office in
New Orleans as facilitator for screening of foreign vessel
arrival within the Mississippi River and two years at the
Marine Safety Unit in Baton Rouge completing the require-
ments for facility security under the Maritime Transporta-
tion Security Act of 2002.

Y ’ R @ﬂ

DONALD PARKER has been with the Department for 17
years and is currently a crew leader in the Maintenance
Division. He is a Sergeant E5 with the C2/153 Infantry 39th
Brigade. Parker saw active duty in the Kuwait Operation
Southern Watch. He was a squad leader and was involved
in guarding a refransmission sight. His active duty dates
were from May of 1999 to April of 2000. He served in the
military for almost 12 years.

LARRY CROW is a Mulfi-Axle Truck
Driver in District 2. He has nine years
of service with the AHTD. Crow is a
Specialist E4 with the 1123rd Trans-
portation Company of the Army Na-
tional Guard out of Marked Tree. He
was on active duty for just over one
year. Crow served in lrag close fo
the Baghdad International Airport.
His unit escorted the mail to camps
and hauled ammo and food from
Irag to Kuwait.

AL LANGHORN is a Maintenance
Aide Il in District 6 and has been with
the AHTD for close to 26 years. He is a
Staff Sergeant with the HQS 212th Sig-
nal Battalion of the Army National
Guard at Camp Robinson in North Little
Rock. He spent 10 months at Fort Sam
Houston in San Antonio, Texas, in mid-
2003 and early 2004, While there, he
was responsible for security of the
gates on a 24-hours-a-day, seven-
days-a-week basis. Security checks
. were made on 174,000 vehicles a
| week, resulting in 500 arrests. Langhorn
| has recently been activated for de-
ployment to Iraq in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.

KENNEDY EZELL has been an employee of the Highway
and Transportation Department since 2001 and works in
Heavy Bridge. He has been in the military for 14 years and
is currently a member of Troop E 151 Calvary. He was acti-
vated in October of 2001 and assigned to Fort Hood in
Texas. While at Fort Hood, he served as a Gunner, 19 Delta
Scout. He returned from active duty in September of 2004.
Ezell stated he is very appreciative of the Highway and
Transportation Department for being so supportive. He
thanks Glenn Cheatham, Keith Briggs, Raymond Parker and
Ann Jordan, among others, af the Department.

LARRY RICHARD is a Senior Body Repair and Painter in
District 9. He has been with the AHTD for 34 years. He is an
E-6 with the 224th Maintenance Company and was de-
ployed in 2003 for Operation Enduring Freedom to Fort Sill,
Oklahoma. He was a cook while stationed there.
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RONALD SLIGAR has been with the AHTD for 21 years.
He is a Crew Leader in District 9. Sligar is a Technical Ser-
geant with Home Unit 188th Security Forces Squadron of
‘ the Air National Guard. His first deployment was to 379th
Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron for Operation En-
during Freedom. He was stationed at ALUDEID Air Base,
Qatar, for four months in 2002. Duties included perimeter
security and supervising vehicle checkpoints.
deployment was to Akrotirl, Cyprus, for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. He was there for three months in 2003 and assigned
to the 44th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron while
working with the British Royal Air Forces. His duties were Air

His second

Base Defense and Weapons Non-Commissioned Officer in

Charge.

(. to r.) TSGT. Ron Sligar, TSGT. Mike Walker,
SGT. Mike Ritchie and SGT. Brian Pethrage

NATHANIEL DAY is a Crew Leader in District 9. He is
also a Staff Sergeant with the 489th Engineers (C) (Mech).
During his active duty, he was deployed to Balad, Iraq. He
served as section leader in charge of 16 personnel. As
Heavy Equipment Construction Supervisor, SSG, Day
planned and supervised all heavy equipment combat op-
erations. He has been with the AHTD for 2 years.

W. C. TOBAR, a Maintenance Aide | in District 10, has
been with the Highway and Transportation Department for
12 years. Heis a Sergeant E-5 with the 1123rd Transportation
Company. His active duty sent him to Baghdad and Kuwait
from February of 2003 to June of 2004. Tobar is seen here
fueling his HET (Heavy Equipment Transporter) while
overseas. He began driving the HET just out of fraining.
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DONNIE DUVALL (right) is a Senior Mechanic in District
8 and has 31 years of service with the AHTD. He is Sergeant
First Class with the 224th Maintenance Company at Moun-
tain Home. He is a veteran of Operation Desert Storm and

Operation Iragi Freedom. His unit was mobilized March of
2003 through October 2003 to Fort Sill in Oklahoma.
Donnie’s duty position is Mobile Maintenance Team Chief,
He supervises a 13-person maintenance feam. He has been
in the military since August of 1977.

REGINALD SMITH an Electronic Technician in the Plan-
ning and Research Division, has been with the Department
since 1999, Smith is a Staff Sergeant with the 48%9th Engi-
neering Battalion. He served stateside at Fort Hood, Texas,
and was attached with lll Corps Headquarters working with
deployable units. Smith’s job was that of Platoon Sergeant
and also acting Motor Sergeant. He was activated from
February of 2003 to March of 2004,
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STEVE HALSTED has been with the AHTD for 12 years.
He is a Hydraulic Excavator Operator Finish in District 9. He
was promoted to 1st Sergeant (E-8) for the 224th Mainte-
nance Company in May of 2004. Af the time of his deploy-
ment he was Platoon Sergeant for the GSE Platoon. Halsted
was deployed in 2003 for Operation Enduring Freedom with
the 224th to Fort Sill, Oklahoma. His duties included ad-
ministration and training. The GSE Platoon consisted pri-

THT] HL ANDRE L. JACKSON has been with
Ilaml  the AHTD since September of 2001. He

' is a Maintenance Aide |l in District 6.

gl tractors to designated areas.

y. L1 Jackson served in the U. S. Army and
- was stationed at Camp Victory in Ku-
| wait for the first six months, and then,
¢ | at Camp Cooke, Iraq, for the next six
‘ months. His rank was Staff Sergeant in
Al the 217th Transportation Company out
of San Antonio, Texas. His duties in-
cluded driving an H.E.T. (Heavy
Equipment Transporter) and moving
equipment such as fanks, humvees and

J.L. RAMSEY is a Maintenance Aide Il in District 1 and
has been with the AHTD for 28 years. He serves as a Staff
Sergeant with Det, 1 CO. C2, Battalion 183 Infantry. He
served in Operation Enduring Freedom in the Sinai Penin-
sula, Egypt. from October of 2001 to July of 2002. He has
served as Team Leader, Squad Leader, Platoon Sergeant,
Section Leader, Supply Sergeant and Dining Facility Man-
ager. Ramsey served in the US Marine Corps Reserve from
1975 to 1981 and the Arkansas National Guard from 1989

to 2003.
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WILLIAM ALVEY is Area Maintenance Supervisor in Yell
County for District 8. He has worked for the the AHTD since
April of 1985. Alvey is a Sergeant in the Army National |g=
Guard. His Company is Det. 1 Maintenance 224th in "ﬂ
Marshall, Arkansas. He served for eight months at Ft. Sill in
Oklahoma. His duties included work as a crane operator

and cook.

LAMARIS MITCHELL is a
Single Axle Truck Driver in Dis-
trict 1. He has been with the |
Highway and Transportation
Department since January (82
of 2003. He is an SPC. with |i
Troop E of the 151st Cavalry &f =
of the Arkansas National |
Guard - 39th Infantry Bri- |
gade. He was acftivated in =
October of 2003 and is cur-
rently serving in Iraq. He re- |
ceived a Purple Heart for g
being wounded when his  Goneral Chastain pins the

Purple Heart on SPC. Lamaris
Mitchell of West Helena.

patrol convoy came under

attack.

Other military personnel activated due to acts of
terrorism ond{or mlllfory conflict include include:

LESLIE BARNETT, Const. Project Coord., Resident Engr. Ofc. #41
MICHAEL BUNTON, Single Axle Truck Driver, District 8

BART DUDLEY, Environmental Analyst |, Environmental Division
WILLIAM FALES, Backhoe/Fronfend Loader Operator, District 8
SHAWN FOUST, Sergeant, Arkansas Highway Police

MARK GREEN, Reproduction Technician, Reproduction Section
SHIRLEY HAMMETT, Area Headquarters Aftendant, District 6
GREG HELLMAN, Const. Aide Il Insp., Resident Engr. Ofc. #55
ANTHONY LEWIS, Multi-Axle Truck Driver, Disfrict 1

HENRY LEWIS, Permit Technician, Arkansas Highway Police
ANDREW MADDOX, Moter Patrol Operator, District 2

J.W. MCDORMAN, District Bridge Inspector Helper, District 6
TRAVIS NELSON, Safety Insp, Officer. Human Resources Div.
LEOYD ROBINSON, Single Axle Truck Driver, District 2

JACK STEPP, Sergeant, Arkansas Highway Police

BISHOP TERRELL, Sign Maker I, Maintenance Division

k you to the ' 'HTD employees g

‘who have given of themselves and
- have sacirificed so much for our

couniry by. serving in the mllitary
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Convoy Raises Money For Special Olympics
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The Arkansas Highway Police joined in
hosting the world’s largest truck convoy on
September 18th and raised $7,000 for Arkansas
Special Olympics athletes.

This was the first year Arkansas Highway
Police have hosted the convoy in Arkansas.
Truckers from across the state gathered in
northwest Arkansas at the University of
Arkansas’ Baum Stadium before rolling out.
Once the convoy left the stadium, it stretched
for over a mile as it traveled up Interstate 540
to Lowell.

Arriving at Lowell, convoy participants
congregated at the FedEx fterminal on
Highway 71 for lunch, music and awards. A
total of 30 commercial motor vehicles from fen
different motor carriers based in Arkansas
participated.
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This was the fourth year for the event. Over
2,500 trucks participated nationally to help
further the opportunities for Special Olympic
athletes.

“Special Olympics-Arkansas is an,
organization that has a positive impact on ’rhe‘
lives of some very special people,” stated
Arkansas Highway Police Chief Ron Burks. “We
are extremely pleased to have been involved
in this event.”

Special Olympics is the world’s largest
year-round program of athletic training and
Olympic style competition for children and
adults with mental and physical disabilities.
Presently, Special Olympics Arkansas serves
over 14,000 individuals statewide.



Highway Police Golf Tournament Aids
Arkansas Special Olympics

‘ The Arkansas Highway Police (AHP)

Il sponsored the Arkansas Highway Police/

Special Olympics Classic golf r

tournament on June 15, 2004, for the

i tenth year in a row. The event was held

| at the Harbor Oaks Golf Course in Pine

I Bluff in heavy off and on rain.

Il Despite the weather, 54 teams
participated, with 24 of them:
comprised of AHTD employees.
the enormous support and growth of |
tournament, two separaie fee
were offered for the first time. The two

| fee times allowed every participant

:j* ~ wishing to play a spot in the event.

By the end of the day, the
tournament had raised $25,000 fo benefit
\ : ~ Arkansas Special Olympics. Special
| Olympics currently serves in excess of
i ' one million persons with mental and
il ’ physical disabilities in over 200 progrc:rq;;-
in more than 150 countries, Over the life
of the tournament, the Highway Police:
~ | Division has confributed $138,000 fo

‘ benefit the special athietes of Arkansas

Special Olympics.

" Shelly Yielding of Arkansas Special |

. Olympics presented a plaque to AHP

Chief Ron Burks for the *Top Fund Ralsing;

Department Award,” Thisis the third y._e_‘o[g:

In a row the Arkansas Highway Police

have received the award,

Chief Burksstated, “Once again and
in spite of the inclement weather, the
tireless efforts of AHP personnel
confributed fo the outstanding success
of the tournament. Because of thelr
dedication and increased fundraising
efforts, the athletes of Arkansas Special
Olympics are able fo participate in the
challenges and spirit of athletic
competitions, which they may otherwise
never be able fo experience.”
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(above) Golf carts were
lined up as participants
prepared to begin the
tournament.

(I tor.) Melinda Davis, Area

1 irector of Special

W7 Olympics of Arkansas Areqa
9 and Shelly Yielding,
Development Director of
Special Olympics Arkansas,
present AHP Chief Ron
Burks a plaque for the Top
Fund Raising Department.
This is the third consecutive
year they have received a
check for 525,000 from the
AHP Special Olympics Golf
Classic event.

(. fo r.) Jim McFarland,
Director of Risk
Management with ABF
swings as members of
ABF’s safety manage-
ment team watch.
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AHTD Auction
Aftracts Large
Crowd

The arrival of fall signals the annual AHTD
auction at the Equipment and Procurement
Division parking lot in Little Rock.

Potential bidders from Arkansas and nu-
merous other states arrived on October 26th,
2004, looking for attractive bargains on items
ready for the auction block. The inventory
offered something for everyone - riding lawn
mowers were typical of some of the smaller
items up for auction. A large selection of
four-door sedans and pickup trucks also
proved to be popular with the crowd. On
the large end of the scale were items such
as a paint striping truck and concrete mixer,
plus a wide variety of dump frucks.

Blackmon Auctions, Inc. handled the
bidding throughout the day. By the close of
the auction, 489 total lots had been sold to
the highest bidders. Final net proceeds to

the Highway and Transportation Department
totaled $§774,665.
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Boys State Delegates Visit AHID

The Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department (AHTD) had
an opportunity to welcome a Qroup of
high school seniors attending the 64th
session of American Legion Boys State
in June.

Nine delegates arrived at the Cen-
fral Office on June 4th interested in gain-
ing insight intfo the operations of the
state’s highway system.

The morning began with an over-
view of the Department presented by
Frank Vozel, Assistant to the Director. A
trip to the Materials Lab was next on the
agenda.

The special guests were full of ques-
tions for host Chris Wald of the Materials
Lab and other staff members. Among
them, *What happens if the soil isn’t
strong enough to support the weight of
a new highway?” and “What kind of
classes do | need to take to become an
engineer?”

A highlight of the trip to the lab was
watching a tfest of the tensile strength
of bolts and tests on concrete compres-
sion limits. Staff demonstrations in the
Chemistry Lab also proved to be popu-
lar.

The visit to the Highway Department
was the last stop on a week filled with
activities. Arkansas Boys State is a six-
day training course in study and practi-
cal application of problems of
self-government. It is planned so that
delegates may put into practice the
theories of American Government by
partficipating in the operation of city,
county and state offices. |In addition to
the Highway Department, delegates vis-
ited the Arkansas Forestry Commission,
Camp Robinson and the Arkansas State
Police, among others.

“We are pleased fo participate in a
program that helps to shape our lead-
ers of tomorrow, ” stated the AHTD Direc-
tor Dan Flowers.

Winter 2004/2005
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ne aspa/f i

Boys State delgafes exami

samples in the Materials Lab.

Delegates watch a test of concrefe strength
in a compression machine.
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Students Gain Insight Into Careers in
Transportation

Eighteen junior high students
spent four weeks of their summer
learning firsthand about careers in
transportation during the National
Summer Transportation Institute.

The program Is presented by the
Federal Highway Administration and
is designed to encourage students to
consider careers in the transportation
field.

On a visit to the AHTD June 22nd
to 24th, 2004, participants used flash-
lights to learn more about the

reflectability of road signs. They also
used hammers to test the durability
of pavement reflectors.

Emanuel Banks, AHTD Staff Con-

(e A=
i Spestyy Thanie to..

Also on the agenda was a trip to
the Materials Lab to observe tests be-
ing performed on soil, core samples
,W and fuels. While af the lab, students
i heard from Cynthia Williams
{: Campbell of the Federal Motor Car-
! rier Safety Administration of the U. S.

struction Engineer, spent time with the B e
.‘:‘.'M*’Ewumr ;
students to explain the many differ- e T
[ ; hol iable in th (. tor.) Valera McDaniel of the Federal Highway Administration and Cynthia
E ent career choices avallablé in e Williams Campbell of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration talk with .
i field of engineering. students about responsibility and accountability in their school work. ')

Department of Transportation, who
shared a presentation on preparing

|
I
|
l! for college and the responsibilities
| that come with .

o = |
i Il
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nce side of fransportation.

. Eia / —— L
I . Laura Johnson, Chemist I, shows students the scie

)
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The students study Harold Banks, Materials Technician 1V, as he uses a soil proctor
Ofo look for optimum moisture and maximum density of the soil.

.:'DAHTD Carpenter Ray Brown applies lettering to an “Exit” sign as students look on.
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Later in the week, staff members
visited the students at the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff to discuss en-
vironmental issues involved in
constructing a highway and to
present a “*hands on” bridge building
project.

The Institute is one of several edu-
cational initiatives of the U.S.
Department of Transportation. Stu-
dents are selected on the basis of
their interest in engineering and trans-
portation, academic performance
and recommendations from counse-
lors and teachers.

In addition to Federal Highway
Administration support, the Institute
receives assistance from local chap-
ters of the National Urban League,
state departments of transportation
such as the AHTD, private sector com-
panies and other federal agencies.
Participating colleges and universi-
ties host the institutes and provide
housing and instructors for each ses-

- sion, Arkansas’ host college was The

University of Arkansas _gf Pine BIuff.
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Roadcheck 2004 Gets Underway With

International Kickoff in West Memphis

The 17th annual International
Roadcheck took place June 8th through
June 10th in Arkansas and across the na-
tion. The 72-hour event began with an
international kickoff held in West Mem-
phis at the Riverside Weigh Station on In-
terstate 40.

AHTD Director Dan Flowers and
Chief Ron Burks of the Arkansas Highway
Police joined Stephen Campbell, Execu-
tive Director of the Commercial Vehicle
Safety Alliance (CVSA). and other digni-
taries at the opening ceremony to get
the event underway. Also in attendance
were law enforcement agencies repre-
senting Arkansas, Tennessee and Missis-
sippi.

*With the large number of people
traveling North American roadways to-
day, the safety of commercial vehicles
sharing those roadways is always a high
priority,” stated Director Flowers.

“These inspections take place all
yeaf, but during Roadcheck, we are
able to step up the inspections and re-
mind drivers that while they are behind
the wheel, safety Is a top priority.” Flow-
ers added.

Following the ceremony, members
of the Arkansas Highway Police joined
approximately 10,000 cerfified truck and
bus safety inspectors across the country
to perform safety inspections on com-
mercial trucks and buses. Checkpoints
were set up on interstate highways
across the country. Roving patrols were
also in operation. In Arkansas, check-
points were in place on Highway 270
near Sheridan and on Interstate 30 at
Benton.
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PFC Robert Samons (left), of the Riverside Weigh Station in West Memphis,
demonstrates a Standard Level | Inspection at the Roadcheck 2004 kickoff.

).

Director Dan Flowers addresses the crowd at the Roadcheck 2004 Kickoff in
West Memphis. Standing on either side of Flowers are AHP officers PFC Todd
Turman of the Marion Weigh Station on Interstate 55 (left) and PFC Roy Mayo
of the Riverside Weigh Station on Interstate 40 in West Memphis (right).
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hese inspections take
place all year, but during
Roadcheck, we are able to
step up the inspections and
remind drivers that while they
are behind the wheel, safety
is a top priority. 29
-Dan Flowers

By the end of the third day, 595 in-
spections had been performed in Arkan-
sas resulting in 1,262 violations. A total
of 132 vehicles were placed out of ser-
vice for various violations.

“Each year Roadcheck finds a sig-

iflcant number of vehicles with safety
violations,” stated Tst L, Paul Claunch,
Assistant Commander of Special Ser-
vices with the Arkansas Highway Police
and this year’s CVSA president.

“But we also come away impressed
with the number of commercial vehicles
that are in good condition and helping
to keep our highways safe across the
country.”

Roadchecks have been conducted
on the nation’s highways since 1988 with
participation from enforcement agen-
cies in Canadaq, the United States and
Mexico.

Winter 2004/2005

PFC Shad Overman monitors brake systems utilizing the Infra Red Inspection
System.

Members of the Arkansas Highway Police prepare fo inspect a commercial
vehicle on Interstate 30.
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Highway Officials Break Gr

Arkansas Highway Commis-
sioners and Department officials
have been busy with ceremonies
at several locations during 2004.
The following projects are among
those where construction began
or was completed in the spring,
summer and fall of 2004,

On March 22, Commission
Chairman J.W, "Buddy” Benafield
and AHTD Director Dan Flowers
joined local officials o break
ground on the seven-mile, $13 mil-
lion project to widen Highway 63
from Hoxie to the Craighead
County line. Combined with other
construction between Hoxie and
Jonesboro, over $43 million in im-
provements to Highway 63 are
underway.

A large crowd gathered on
May 27, on the new Highway 70
White River Bridge at DeValls Bluff
to cut aribbon and officially open
the structure to traffic. The new
$16.7 million span is just over 3,300
feet long, 40-feet wide and rises
a minimum of 52 feet over the
river. The original DeValls Bluff
Bridge, constructed in 1925, was
brought down in a series of explo-
sions in July.
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Highway 63, Hoxie, March 22, 2004
Highway 70, Devalls Bluff, May 27, 2004
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Arkansas Governor Mike Highway 71, Ashdown, June 8, 2004
Huckabee joined Commission
Vice Chairman Prissy Hickerson,
Director Flowers and local offi-
cials on June 8 to dedicate the Highway 165 Bypass, Stuttgart, August 25, 2004
Ashdown Bypass from Highway 32 &
west to Highway 71. The Governor
was also on hand in 2001 when
the AHTD broke ground for this
$15.3 million, 3.7-mile section.
On August 25th, ground was
broken for the Stuttgart Bypass, an
extension of Highway 165 around
the north side of town and con-
necting to Highway 79 on the east
side of fown. The $3.2 million con-
tract was awarded to D.B. Hill,
Contractor of Little Rock and is ex-
pected to be complete by the
end of 2005.
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With much fanfare, the fa-
mous Cofter Bridge on High-
! way 62B was dedicated o

September 24. Commissionb
Jonathan Barnett was among
the dignitaries that cut the rib-
bon and opened a weekend
of celebration for the town of
Cofter. The historic structure
i over the White River was con-
structed in 1929 and opened
as a toll bridge in 1930 to re-
place the Cotter and Denton
ferries. The new bridge has
been restored to original con-
sfruction standards.

B g

inbow Bridge, Highway 62B, Cotter, September 24, 2004

Officials gathered to cut
the ceremonial ribbon for
completion of the final section
of the Forrest City Bypass on
October 7. The eight-mile, |
two-lane roadway on new lo- g :
cation cost just over $26 mil- '
lion. It includes new inter-
changes at Interstate 40 and
Highway 70, and a railroad
overpass. Holman Construc-
tion had the first $3.2 million
project for 2.2 miles of grad-
ing and structures between
Interstate 40 and the Union
Pacific Railroad. APAC Ten-
nessee had the final $23 mil- =
lion contract for the remaining
grading and structures, and

construction of the base and ) ' lhfersfafe 40 & H/"_gh_woy 1 (Fo_rresf City B);pass), Forrest City, fober 7, 20 3
surface for the entire bypass. ;
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Governor Helps Dedicate Welcome Centers,
gHighway 549

Governor Mike Huckabee led a lc.rge'con-
tingent of dignitaries as two new Arkansas Wel-
come Centersin El Dorado and Texarkana were
dedicated in late 2004.

In 1997, the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department (AHTD) conducted
a study of conditions af the 13 existing Tourist
Information Centers (TIC) and concluded that
improvements were needed. Working together
with the Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism (ADPT), the AHTD developed a plan to
rebuild eight of the TICs. The first decision was
to rename them Arkansas Welcome Centers.

Welcome Centers are a joint venture of the
two state agencies. the AHTD builds and main-
tains the Centers while the ADPT staffs and op-
erates them.

Signed by Governor Huckabee, Act 345 of
2001 proposed $9 million from the State’s gen-
eral improvement fund to help pay for the re-

Ouilding of eight of the Centers. The first four

centers being constructed are in the cities of El
Dorado, Texarkana, Van Buren and Corning.
Also on the agenda was a trip to the Materials
Lab to observe tests being performed on soil,
core samples and fuels. While atf the lab, stu-
dents heard from Cynthia Williams Campbell
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion of the U. 8. Department of Transportation,
who shared a presentation on preparing for col-
lege and the responsibilities that come with it.
he first four being constructed are in El Dorado,
Texarkana, Van Buren and Corning. The next
four have been identified as West Memphis,
Blytheville, Lake Village and Bella Vista. Plans
for the Bella Vista Center will be delayed until
it can be located along the proposed Bypass.
The new Welcome Centers are one of two
designs of either 3,000 square feet or 6,000
square feet. Each facility is constructed with a
rock and log exterior, and features separate
tourism and restroom areas. The Centers offer
isttors large screen televisions broadcasting
news, weather and tourist information videos,
as well as computer kiosks that feature internet
hook-up.

Winter 2004/2005

El Dorado was the site of the opening of the first new Welcome Center in
Arkansas. Governor Mike Huckabee joined Highway Commissioner R.
Madison Murphy. AHTD Director Dan Flowers, ADPT Director Richard Davies
and others on November 5 to cut the ribbon and officially open the new
Center.

Commissioner R. Madison Murphy addresses the crowd at the ribbon
cutting for the new Arkansas Welcome Center in El Dorado.
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TEXARKANA WELCOME CENTER (leff)

December 16 was the official opening day of the é
new Arkansas Welcome Center at Texarkana.
Governor Mike Huckabee and First-Lady Janet
Huckabee were among the special guests for the
dedication ceremony. Highway officials included
Highway Commission Chairman Prissy Hickerson,
Commissioners J.W. “Buddy” Benafield, Jonathan
Barnett and Carl Rosenbaum, and AHTD Director
Dan Flowers. ADPT Director Richard Davies was also
on hand for the ribbon cutting, as were several
ADPT Commissioners and other officials.

HIGHWAY 549 (left and below)

4 The morning of December 16 marked
the opening of a new 13-mile stretch

| of Highway 649 in Texarkana.

U.S. Representative Mike Ross and
Governor Mike Huckabee addressed
the large gathering as the $90 million
section of future Interstate 49 was
opened from Loop 245, on the south
side of Texarkana, to Fouke. Highway
Commission Chairman Prissy Hickerson
noted that the next 12-mile section
between Fouke and Doddridge should
open around the same fime next year.

Arkansas Highways



The Arkansas State Highway and Transporta-
tion Department occasionally receives requests
from citizens to designate particular highways
across the state as scenic byways.

Such was the case this past summer in north-
ern Arkansas as requests were received to consider
making Highways 10, 21, 23, 71 and 96 part of the
scenic byway system.

The Arkansas State Highway Commission has
a specific set of criteria that must be met for a high-
way to be designated a scenic byway. This crite-
rion requires that a route contain abundant scenic,
cultural and/or historic qualities that would be of
interest fo fravelers.

The Highway 21 meetings were held on July 26
and 27 in Berryville and Clarksville. About 100
people attended to listen and make comments

Winter 2004/2005

concerning the 99-mile corridor that would be-
come a scenic byway. The route proposed would
begin at the Highway 21 and Highway 64 Intersec-
tion in Clarksville, and would run through Newton
and Madison Counties to the Missouri State fine in
Carroll County.

Meetings in Huntsville and Booneville were
held on August 2 and 3 to discuss Highways 10, 23,
71 and 96 being designated scenic byways.
Around 70 people attended those meetings. The
highway segments under consideration at the Au-
gust meetings were: Highway 10 from Ola to the
Oklahoma State Line, excepting the city limits of
Greenwood; Highway 23 from Highway 71 to the
Missouri State Line; Highway 71 from Mena to In-
terstate 540; and Highway 96 from Highway 71 to
Hartford.
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AHTD Receives Henry Award
for Pave the Way Program
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On March 9th, 2004, the AHTD’s Pave
The Way safety & information campaign
received a Henry Award from the

Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism.

The Pave The Way campaign won first
piace in the Natural State Award
category. Governor Mike Huckabee and
Whitney Kirk, Miss Arkansas 2003,
presented Henry Awards in eight
categories.

The Natural State Award is presented
to a community, Qrgonizo’rion, special
event or attraction that “stands outin the

crowd” because of its unique appeal,
media coverage, creative approach
and/or enhancement of community
pride, thus benefitting the state’s quality
of life.

The Henry Awards are named for
Henri de Tonti, who is considered by
historians to be one of the first *Arkansas
Travelers.” Other finalists in the Natural
State Award category were Dardanelle
State Park Visitor Information Center and
White River Nafional Wildlife Refuge
Visitor Center.

Miss Arkansas 2003, Whitney Kirk, the AHTD's Farrell Wilson, Special Projects Coordinator and Arkansas
Governor Mike Huckabee.,

Arkansas Highways
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Sprlngdale Norihern Bypass

Two open forum public hearings were held in northwesf
Arkansas in June of 2004 regarding the Springdale Northern
Bypass of Highway 412, On June 28th, a meeting was held at
the Jones Center for Families in Springdale. That meeting was
followed by a similar one on June 29th at the First Baptist Church
of Lowell. A combined total of approximately 970 citizens
attended the meetings.

Plans call for a four-lane, fully controlled access freeway
north of the existing alignment with interchanges constructed
at selected locations. Alignment alternatives and interchange
locations were on view at the meetings.

Attending the meetings from the Highway and
Transportation Department were Environmental, Roadway
Design, Right of Way and Public Affairs staff as well as District
personnel.

Relocahon of Highway 71

An open forum public hearing was held July 20, 2004, at
the Rye Hill Baptist Church Fellowship Hall in Fort Smith.
Approximately 150 citizens attended to hear plans for providing
a four-lane highway on new location between Highway 71 and
Highway 22 east of Fort Smith that will be part of the proposed
relocation of Highway 71. The relocation of Highway 71, when
completed, will become Inferstate 49 traversing the western
edge of Arkansas, from the Louisiana to the Missouri state lines.

Representatives of Florence & Hutcheson, Inc. Consulting
Engineers, staff members from the AHTD’s Environmental,
Roadway Design and Right of Way Divisions, along with District
personnel, parficipated in the meeting.
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Letters to the Department

TO: AHTD

We sincerely want to thank you for the quick response to
the flooding problem we experienced a month ago af
the base of our property on Highway 5. It occurs each
time there is a heavy downpour. With each summer rain
we were inundated with mosquitoes in front of our house
from that waterhole.

We called the Highway Department and spoke to Stan
Risley, Area Maintenance Supervisor in Baxter County. He
came to Norfork that day amid dealing with other mas-
sive flood problems all over the area. The following day,
Tony Parnell arrived with workers to further assess the
problem. He assured us the problem would be rectified
but that it might be the end of the month before they
could do it because of more serious flood areas. A fruck
came down a few days later, painted the problem area
and put up flags. One week later the workers were here,
and are here again today digging, putting in culverts
and doing what it takes to fix the problem.

Dear Mr. Lyndal Waits:

All employees of NAEC i
mend the Sharp County
done.

NAEC can always
tenance Supervisor in Sharp C
crew out to help clear roads sO
reach areas with power outages
conditions. It is gratifying fo know
given situation and know fhat he wil
to assist us in any way he can.

If there is any way that the
assistance to the Highway De

to call me.

n the Ash Flat office would like to com-
Highway Department for a job well

count on (James) Marty Morgan (Area Main-
ounty) to quickly get his road
that our utility crews can safely
due to hazardous weather
that | can call Marty in any
| do everything in his power

NAEC Ash Flat office can be of
partment please do not hesitate

Sherman Ables, Ash Flat District Superinfendent
North Arkansas Electr

¢ Cooperative, Inc.

Stan, Tony and staff, we can’t thank you enough for a
job well done in getting on this problem and seeing it
through. We appreciate you!

Bea & Ken Watson
Norfork, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Harold Beaver:

It IS. my understanding that your Department and your organi-
zation and maintenance crews were instrumental in Thz re
cent repair to the railroad crossings on both North A and N ’rh_
B Streets (Hwy 255) in downtown Fort Smith., OT

!n recent years the streets around these crossings have bee
in grlelof need of repair. In that these tracks must be crosseg
by visitors to our city as they come to our Visitor Information
Cen‘r‘er at 2 North B Street, we regard these areas as critical +
the first impression of our city to guests, °

Your. crews have done a tremendous job of repairing the ar-
€as In question, and | would like to express our thanks on b

hg!f of the Fort Smith Visitor Center, and the Convention on(:
Visitors Bureau. We very much appreciate your efforts in help-

ing us to all make th i i .
City, © proper impression on those who visit our

Sincerely,

Claude W. Legris

Executive Director

Fort Smith Convention & Visitors Bureau

To Whom It May Concern:

With very special thanks: My name is Amanda
Thiessen. | was the lady that you (Staniey Storment, !
District 8 Sealing Supervisor and Jim Rye, Josh Bryant ==
and Heather Loveless from the Sealing Crew) helped
get the U-Haul unstuck on Marina Road (Highway
326). It is very nice to know that there are people
and companies that are kind enough to help out
those in frouble. Not everyone would be so kind.
My family and | wish to thank all that helped me
that day. | am very grateful for your kindness. Thanks.

The Thiessens, Amanda, Scott & Jordan

Dear Mr. Flowers:

Recently we had the opportunity to negotiate for high-
way right of way on the Hollywood to Highway 51 project
in Clark County with your employee (Right of Way
Negotiator)Connie Stayton,

Connie was always cheerful, knowledgeable in details
of her job and just great to work with. We feel that the
Department is forfunate to have such an employee who

represents her employer so well. ! .

Singerely,
Rita & Charles Nickels
Arkadelphia, Arkansas
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Dear Mr. Flowers:

The Arkansas and Missouri Railroad completed a major transporta-
dion security exercise on Sunday, September 12, 2004, in

lountainburg, Arkansas. It involved a hostage situation on our ex-
cursion frain and the subsequent response of state, local, and in-
dustry agencies. The Arkansas Highway Police played a major role
in the success of this exercise.

Captain Glen Holloway assisted us with many aspects to support
the full-scale exercise. The Incident Management System and uni-
fied command process established command and control over the
activities, and introduced all of the agency players/participants to
the National Incident Management System (NIMS),

AHP officers, Sgt. Howard Beset and Cpl. Alice Murphy, were instru-
mental in the secondary exercise - a surprise element during the
major hostage rescue mission. They were asked fo locate and stop
a truck that was headed to our [ocation with possible explosives.
With limited information, they were able to stop, detain and search
the fruck and locate the alleged explosives inside the vehicle.

I want to commend, in the strongest possible terms, the profession-
alism, organizational and interpersonal skills and visionary “out of
the box” thinking that the Highway Police officers brought to the
table for this exercise. The federal, state, local and industry stake-
holders were exiremely impressed with their interaction during the
briefings being conducted and commented on their willingness to
do whatever it fook to get the job done.

.we organizational and operational perspectives that these individu-
als brought with them helped to make this exercise a huge success
for our railroad and the other transportation entities participating.

On behalf of the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad, please extend our
sincerest appreciation to your officers for a job well done, above
and beyond the call of duty. We could not have reached this level
of success without them. We look forward to the continuation of
cooperative efforts such as this one in the future with your team of
professionals.

Sincerely,
G. Brent McCready, President
Arkansas & Missouri Railroad, Springdale, Arkansas

To Whom This May Concern:

| was recently taking a road frip when | wgs sToppe.d. by Ofﬂce;
(Pfc. Anthony) Lewis, padge no. 374. Officer Lewis Is ﬂ':eTmos
polite and helpful patrolman | have evgr enco'un’rered:T:\ vlsr/r?es}
truly a pleasure to meet and talk with him. Heisa creFil o e
profession of law enforcement, and | hope he conhnue:f.
work. Although | was issued a ficket | still say thank you, Officer

Lewis, for your kindness shown.

Yours fruly,
Charlotte Jackson
Waldron, Arkansas
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Mir. Dan Flowers,

Recently, my wife and | drove from Kansas o near
Pine BIUff fo visit relatives.  am writing to let you
know how we appreciated the excellent condiTif)n
of your roads and bridges. We were impressed with
the smooth ride and surrounding beautiful scen-
ery. Even through extensive consfruction around
Little Rock, the routes were well marked and as
good as could be expected.

Please pass along a ‘thank you’ fo your high\A{oy
engineers, and construction folks. We are planning
more trips fo Arkansas in the future and gfe look-
ing forward to returning. | am sure the citizens of
Arkansas realize the quality work your people are
doing and hopefully they will continue to support

your efforts.

Sincerely,
Michael Orth
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Dan Flowers,

| want to bring to your attention the very positive
efforts of your staff toward improving the Bridge
Scour Program.

Garland Land, David Ball, Charlie Hart, Aileen
Schubel, Collin Boone and Bill Marlowe of your
staff all participated in a meeting yesterday with
Terry Daniel, Arkansas Division Bridge Engineer
and Cynthia Nurmi, FHWA Resource Center Hy-
draulics Engineer.
$

As a result of this meeting, it appears that the last
of the problems with the scour database and
scour program in general have been or will soon
be corrected. Thanks especially to Mr, Land for
bringing together the right group of people to
work out the problems. Updating the bridge da-
tabase, converting to Pontis and developing
Plans of Action for Scour Critical Bridges will re-
quire the continued efforts of many people. How-
ever, with the enthusiasm and expertise of your
staff | am confident that our agencies’ mutual
objectives will be achieved.

Once again, | wanted to commend your staff for
their dedication and interest in developing an
outstanding Scour Program.

Sandra L. Otto,
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

T e Tt
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